Service for the Lord’s Day
March 22, 2020
The Gathering

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
from Psalm 100
Leader: Come, let us sing to the Lord!
People: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation!
Leader: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving!
People: Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of
praise!
Leader: Come, let us worship and celebrate God’s loving
presence with us.
People: We sing to God with our hearts and our spirits.
*Hymn #292
God of Grace and God of Glory
1. God of grace and God of glory,
On Thy people pour Thy power.
Crown Thine ancient church’s story,
Bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.
2. Lo! the hosts of evil ’round us,
Scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways.
From the fears that long have bound us,
Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.
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3. Cure Thy children’s warring madness,
Bend our pride to Thy control.
Shame our wanton selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal.
4. Set our feet on lofty places,
Gird our lives that they may be,
Armored with all Christ-like graces,
In the fight to set men free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
That we fail not man nor Thee,
That we fail not man nor Thee.
*Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, we confess that we fail to question our own
sightlessness. Being so sure that we “see”, we miss the truths
you would teach us. With the outpouring of your love, cure
this blindness. Open our eyes to our own misunderstandings,
our own failures and our own faults. Make our “shadow
side” known to us and help us to diminish it with the light of
your grace. For it is only when we see ourselves clearly that
we can worship you truly. In the name of Jesus, we pray,
Amen
Assurance of Pardon
Leader: In every moment, God seeks what is best for us,
continually offering us peace, hope, and forgiveness.
People: We will bless God in every moment, rejoicing with
the One who fills us with steadfast love.
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel:
People: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

Response:
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound –
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
The Word

Prayer of Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Scripture Readings
1 Samuel 16:1-13
page 277-278
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul,
since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn
with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of
Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 2 But
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill
me.” The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and
I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I
indicate.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at
Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met
him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5 Samuel replied,
“Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.”
Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to
the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and
thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before
the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.

The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front
of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one
either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said,
“Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him,
“The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are
these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,”
Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send
for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 12 So he sent for
him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and
had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then
the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 13 So
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of
the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to
Ramah.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

*Hymn 381
Open My Eyes That I May See
1. Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!
2.Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth thou sendest clear;
And while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
Everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,

Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!
3.Open my mouth, and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!
John 9:1-41
pages 1061-1062
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of
God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no
one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” 6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some
mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he
told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8
His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging
asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and
beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only
looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10
“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He
replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it
on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went
and washed, and then I could see.” 12 “Where is this man?”
they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said. 13 They brought to the
Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes
was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how
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he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man
replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner
perform such signs?” So they were divided. 17 Then they turned
again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
18
They still did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is
this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born
blind? How is it that now he can see?” 20 “We know he is our
son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born
blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we
don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for
himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of
the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who
acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age;
ask him.” 24 A second time they summoned the man who had
been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said.
“We know this man is a sinner.” 25 He replied, “Whether he is a
sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind
but now I see!” 26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered, “I have told
you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 28 Then they
hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple!
We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to
Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he
comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable!
You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens
to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever
heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man

were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how
dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
36
“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may
believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact,
he is the one speaking with you.”
38
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
39
Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so
that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”
40
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and
asked, “What? Are we blind too?”
41
Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin;
but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Special Music
Sermon

Pastor Kim Vanbrimmer

*Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People and Choral Response

The Sending

Hymn 354
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
REFRAIN: Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms,
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
2. Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day
Leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain)
3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain)
Benediction
Choir and Congregation
God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;
God be with you till we meet again.

Hymn #602

And the children of the Lord say, Amen!

